
ABOUT THE TULIP PAINTINGS

Walt Morton’s paintings of tulips evoke a raw, expressive brushwork reminiscent of 
Lucian Freud’s visceral, textured surfaces, while their graphic, almost emblematic 
quality brings to mind the iconic floral forms of Georgia O’Keeffe. This blend of 
tactile, emotive realism with sharp, graphic clarity transforms the tulip from a 
familiar subject of decorative still life into a profound meditation on beauty, value, 
and impermanence.

Drawing inspiration from Freud’s ability to convey psychological depth and raw 
emotion through thick, deliberate brushstrokes, Morton’s work imbues each 
tulip with an emotional intensity that challenges its traditional role in art. Like 
Freud’s portraits, which delve into the complexities of the human form with 
uncompromising honesty, Morton’s tulips present an almost unsettling physicality. 
The petals are rendered with a tactile immediacy that invites the viewer to consider 
not just the outward beauty of the flower but also its fragility and the cultural forces 
that shape our perceptions of beauty.

In contrast, Morton’s graphic design sensibility echoes the clarity and elegance 
of Georgia O’Keeffe’s flower paintings. O’Keeffe’s abstracted interpretations of 
nature pared down to their essential forms are mirrored in Morton’s compositions, 
where the tulip is often isolated against a stark, simplified background, allowing 
its intricate lines and vibrant colors to take center stage. The careful, almost 
sculptural presentation of each bloom suggests an ode to nature’s simplicity, 
while simultaneously interrogating how beauty is commodified and consumed by 
contemporary society.

These paintings bring together two seemingly disparate approaches—Freud’s 
emotive, thickly applied paint and O’Keeffe’s clean, graphic forms—to create a body 
of work that is both evocative and challenging. The tulips in Morton’s paintings 
are not mere botanical studies; they are symbols of fleeting beauty, cultural 
appropriation, and the paradox of objectifying something as ephemeral as a flower. 
Through this juxtaposition of raw, layered brushwork and bold graphic design, 
Morton elevates the tulip to a place of contemporary relevance, asking viewers to 
reconsider their perceptions of beauty, art, and nature.


